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ORDER

Adnan-ul-Karim Memon, J. - The petitioners have invoked the
constitutional jurisdiction of this Court under Article 199 of the Constitution of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973, seeking declarations regarding their
alleged ownership/lease rights over 50 acres of land situated in Deh Moach,
Keamari Town, Karachi, along with renewal and conversion of their lease from
30 years to 99 years for industrial and commercial purposes, and a consequential

injunction restraining interference or dispossession.

2. It is their case that Petitioners No.1 to 3 are lawful leaseholders of the
subject land, originally granted on a 30-year lease with a renewal clause, and that
under various statutes, policies, notifications, and circulars issued by the
Government of Sindh and the Board of Revenue, they are entitled to extension
and conversion of lease into a 99-year term upon payment of requisite charges. He
contends that their applications for conversion were processed and recommended,
yet no final decision has been communicated, and that similarly placed persons
have been granted such benefits, thus raising issues of discrimination and

violation of Article 25 of the Constitution.

3. When the matter came up before this Court on 14.04.2026, learned
counsel for the petitioners, upon being confronted with the legal position arising
from the judgment in Suo Motu Case No0.16 of 2011, did not press the prayer
regarding conversion of lease from 30 years to 99 years. It was, however, stated
that the subject leases had since expired in 2025 and that applications for
renewal/extension were/are pending before the competent authority. Reliance was
placed on Notification dated 07.02.2024, particularly Clause 13, under which
similar extensions were allegedly granted to other lessees. The learned AAG upon
instruction submits that such notice has been withdrawn. It is observed that this
aspect shall also be examined by the competent authority after hearing the

petitioners and all concerned.




4. Learned Additional Advocate General, assisted by officers present in
Court, submitted that if the petitioners approach the competent authority, their
representation shall be considered strictly in accordance with law and decision
shall be made within one month. The request seems to be reasonable which the

counsel for the petitioners consented for such disposal of the petition.

5. In view of the above statement, without touching the merits of the case
and with the consent of the parties this petition is disposed of with the direction
that the petitioners may file/press their applications before the competent
authority, which shall decide the same expeditiously, in accordance with law and
entitlement of the petitioners and after providing an opportunity of hearing to all

concern.

A copy of this order be sent to the Senior Member, Board of Revenue and
Secretary, Land Utilization Department, Government of Sindh for compliance.

JUDGE

Shahzad Soomro J U DG E



